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friend of Andy and Mandy  
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Colonel Gaddafi’s son Saif wagged his finger repeatedly at the cameras 

during his rambling state address on Libyan television on Sunday night. It was 

a habit borne of the belief that he would one day take over from his tyrannical 

father to continue Libya’s brutally repressive rule.  

But there was no doubting the desperation in his voice as he warned that 

‘rivers of blood’ would run through the country and it would be plunged into 

civil war unless the uprising was crushed.  

He blamed drug addicts, drunks and foreign agents for fomenting the violence 

now coursing through the land where he and his family once had an iron grip. 

There was no hint of contrition. Not once did he apologise for the countless 

deaths inflicted by the soldiers and henchman of his father’s bloody regime.  

 

No pussycat: Colonel Gaddafi's son Saif, long seen as the dictator's most 

likely heir, keeps pet tigers at his Tripoli villa  
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'Rivers of blood': Saif warned opponents of violent retribution earlier this week  

And yet, with his impeccable English and flawless manners, 38-year-old Saif 

Gaddafi has long been regarded as the acceptable face of the Gaddafi clan.  

What is so deeply worrying is that he has tentacles deep in the heart of the 

British establishment. He has extremely powerful friends in Britain, among 

them Prince Andrew and the Rothschilds as well as Peter Mandelson.  

In the boardrooms and cabinets of Western capitals Saif was always the 

preferred choice as heir. Colonel Gaddafi has seven sons, but the second, 

Saif al-Islam (it means Sword of Islam) was always generally considered the 

most likely to follow his father – although another brother, Mutassim, Libya’s 

national security adviser, recently emerged as a serious contender.  

Despite his incoherent statement in support of an authoritarian crackdown on 

Sunday night, Saif has in the past spoken enthusiastically about reform, 

democracy and human rights. He was educated in Europe and did a PhD at 

the London School of Economics, for which he has a particular affection and 

regard. 



 

 

Powerful friends: Saif is said to have relations with Prince Andrew, left, and 

Peter Mandelson, right 



He is an accomplished amateur artist and an architect with his own practice, 

although his wealth is said to come from interests linked back to Libya’s 

national oil company. Certainly, he is rich. By way of diversion, Saif likes to 

romp with his pet tigers.  

He keeps them at his villa on a hillside overlooking Tripoli, along with his 

hunting falcons, sporting guns and other  trappings essential to the life of a  

desert princeling. 

Saif often emerges from his encounters with the big cats bloodied and 

bruised, yet cheerfully game for a re-match. It may help to explain why, in his 

campaign to release Lockerbie bomber Abdelbaset Al Megrahi, he found 

Labour ministers were mere pussycats.  

Saif has a house close to Bishop’s Avenue, the so-called Millionaire’s Row, in 

Hampstead, north London. The Georgian style, newly-built property has eight 

bedrooms, an indoor pool, sauna and a cinema lined in suede-covered 

panelling.  

It cost him £10million. In Britain, Saif moves in exclusive circles. He and 

Prince Andrew have a mutual close friend, the Kazakh-born socialite and 

businesswoman Goga Ashkenazy.  

She recently helped arrange Saif’s visit to Kazakhstan where he met the 

president, Nursultan Nazarbayev, and senior figures in the energy industry.  

Prince Andrew has made a number of visits to Libya as Britain’s ambassador 

for trade and has spent time with Saif in Tripoli. In return, the prince has 

hosted Saif at Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle.  

 



 

Crumbling: Government buildings in Tripoli were ablaze last night amid 

clashes between security forces and protesters  

Witness, too, the shooting party given in 2009 by Jacob, 4th Baron Rothschild 

at his home in Buckinghamshire, Waddesdon Manor, a Renaissance-style 

chateau sometimes described as ‘a mini Versailles’. Saif was a guest, with 

Lord Mandelson, then Business Secretary. Cherie Blair, whose acquisition of 

a country house nearby makes her the Rothschilds’ neighbour, was there the 

same weekend for dinner, but not at the same time as Saif.  

  

Mandelson and Saif got along famously and the subject of Al Megrahi, who 

was still in jail, was raised. Mandelson insists there was no negotiation. Also 

at Waddesdon Manor was Nat Rothschild, Lord Rothschild’s son. Nat and Saif 

are great pals.  

They also have a friend in  common, Oleg Deripaska, the controversial 

Russian oligarch who was the last man standing after the bloody war for 

control of Russia’s aluminium industry in the 1990s.  

Deripaska, it will be recalled, was part of the infamous summer gathering at 

the Rothschild house on Corfu in 2008 when Mandelson and George 

Osborne, then chancellor-in-waiting, were guests. Saif has also stayed with 

the Rothschilds on Corfu and, on a separate occasion, met Mandelson there.  



 

Crumbling: protesters in Libya's second city Benghazi, where they are said to 

have overwhelmed Gaddafi's supporters 

The August 2008 affair led to Osborne denying he had asked Deripaska for a 

donation to the Tory party and denials by Mandelson that he had favoured the 

Russian’s aluminium interests when he was a European commissioner. It was 

all very messy.   

Deripaska has a valuable interest in Porto Montenegro, a vast marina and 

superyacht project in the Bay of Kotor on the Adriatic. The driving force 

behind the scheme is Peter Munk, the 83-year-old billionaire head of the 

world’s biggest goldmining concern, Barrick Gold.   

Jacob and Nat Rothschild are also investors in the Montenegro venture which, 

Munk says, will become the new Monaco. When Saif threw a huge party to 

celebrate his 37th birthday he held it close to his friends’ Montenegro 

development, inviting some of the world’s leading business figures, including 

Munk, a few very powerful Russians and Lakshmi Mittal, the British-based 

steel tycoon.  

The party was seen as an effort to give a boost to the profile of his friends’ 

marina project. His closeness to Nat Rothschild and Deripaska is also 

believed to be behind Libya’s decision to invest heavily in Deripaska’s 

aluminium concern, Rusal.  

The Libyan Investment Authority took a $300million (£185million) stake in 

Rusal when it was floated in Hong Kong last year.  



The Rothschilds were Deripaska’s advisers and separately Nat invested 

$100million (£62million) in the company, the world’s largest producer of 

aluminium. Saif was also involved in an ongoing plan for Rusal to produce 

aluminium on a major scale inside Libya. 

Aluminium, however, will be the last thing on Saif’s mind tonight as Tripoli 

goes up in flames. As for his friends and business partners in the West, they 

may well be regretting getting quite so close to the dictator’s son whose 

television address on Sunday night showed him at last in his true colours.  

Colonel Gaddafi's son buys £10m Hampstead mansion  

Last updated at 12:17 AM on 23rd August 2009 

The favourite son of Colonel Gaddafi, who played a key role in Abdelbaset Al 

Megrahi’s release, has bought a £10million home in one of London’s 

wealthiest and most  

prestigious suburbs. 

The neo-Georgian eight-bedroom property bought by Saif al-Islam Gaddafi in 

a secluded road in Hampstead, North London, boasts a swimming pool, 

sauna room, Jacuzzi and suede-lined cinema room where he will be able to 

monitor world events. 

The house even has an electrically operated rubbish store, which raises and 

lowers eight bins into the ground before a steel plate folds over to hide them 

discreetly. 

 

Saif Gaddafi welcomes Al Megrahi as he arrives back in Libya 



Last Thursday, Saif stepped off one of his father’s private planes at a military 

base in the Libyan capital Tripoli alongside Al Megrahi, who was welcomed by 

cheering crowds. 

Al Megrahi’s release from a Scottish jai l came just a fortnight after Business 

Secretary Lord Mandelson discussed the case with Saif during a holiday at 

the home of the Rothschild banking family on the Greek island of Corfu.  

Yesterday, Lord Mandelson admitted he held another meeting with Saif in 

May. 

  

More... 

 A $2m witness payment, bogus forensic evidence and Pentagon memo 
blaming Iran: How the Lockerbie bomber threatened Scottish justice  

The official meeting for trade talks took place less than three weeks after an 

agreement was ratified between Libya and the UK allowing prison transfers.  

The Labour peer has insisted the decision to free 57-year-old Al Megrahi was 

made by the Scottish Government alone. 

Saif, Colonel Gaddafi’s likely heir, has, like his father, become close to the 

Duke of York.  

He has held several meetings with the Duke, and has visited both 

Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle.  

In May, Prince Andrew opened a new British Embassy in Algiers at the same 

time as Saif was in the Algerian capital.  

A spokesman for Prince Andrew said last night that he was not aware of any 

discussions with Colonel Gaddafi’s son about the release of Al Megrahi.  

He added: ‘The Duke’s visits to Libya have been focused on trade and 

investment.  

'It is his job to develop long-term relations with key figures in the countries he 

visits, including Libya.’ 
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Luxury: The £10m home in Hampstead boasts a swimming pool and sauna  

 

The mansion also includes a home cinema room and is protected by CCTV 

and its own private security company  

Saif’s new, air-conditioned mansion is protected by state-of-the-art CCTV 

cameras and his own private security team. 

Neighbours in the quiet street, not far from the exclusive millionaire’s row of 

Bishops Avenue, revealed last night how Saif, 36, had moved into the newly-

built house three weeks ago.  

One neighbour said: ‘I saw a big entourage in blacked-out cars arrive at the 

house.  



'There were a few men, three women who were covered and a couple of 

bodyguards, big blokes. They made quite a show of turning up.  

‘They stayed for three days and the bodyguards were on the drive the whole 

time. They were quite an officious lot.  

‘One of the builders working on the development of the property opposite was 

told to move his van from the front of the house just in case they needed to 

make a quick getaway. 

‘I haven’t seen them since and the windows have got their slats up. I suppose 

Saif must have been quite busy in recent weeks.’ 

Another neighbour, an Iraqi, said: ‘I think it’s great. With the Gaddafis around 

there won’t be many break-ins.  

'Everyone is saying Gaddafi’s cousin is going to buy the house opposite, too.  

‘They can all come and live here as far as I am concerned.’  

The most likely of Colonel Gaddafi’s cousins to want a home in London is 

Khalifa Hnaish, the dictator’s right-hand man, who has reportedly been given 

the task of persuading exiled Libyans back to their homeland.  

Many Libyans who fled Gaddafi’s regime now live in London.  

Hnaish is head of external security under the regime and is also understood to 

have a  

close relationship with Colonel Gaddafi’s sons. 

Saif’s new home was bought mortgage-free by Capitana Seas Ltd, a holding 

company registered in the British Virgin Islands.  

The property opposite was bought by Five Star Properties for £4.5million last 

year and is being developed by Regency Homes. 

Saif’s four-level, double-fronted property has underfloor heating throughout 

and comes complete with two dishwashers, microwaves, as well as fridges 

and freezers. 

A source close to the sale said last night: ‘For someone of this kind of 

standing, the property is ideally positioned. It is close to two golf courses and 

is not far from RAF Northolt, Elstree and Luton airports.  

‘Mr Gaddafi will probably spend a few days at a time at his new house, but it 

is very well appointed and has the facilities one would expect for the price.’  



Saif caused further outrage last week by claiming that Al Megrahi’s release 

was linked to oil and gas negotiations discussed by Tony Blair when he visited 

Libya as Prime Minister.  

Colonel Gaddafi has added to the controversy by thanking the Queen and 

Gordon Brown for ‘encouraging’ the decision to free the convicted bomber.  

The Libyan leader said the move to release Al Megrahi would boost relations 

between Libya and Britain and he thanked the Scottish authorities for their 

‘humanitarian and brave’ decision and those who invited it.  

Foreign Secretary David Miliband said suggestions that the release was 

linked to improving relations was ‘a slur on both myself and the Government’.  

We can no longer live under Gaddafi's 

evil subjugation 

Libya's oil has protected its regime from criticism abroad. But those who 

support democracy must back our fight for freedom 

o  
 Comments (…)  

  
  
o Mohamed Abdul Malek  
o guardian.co.uk, Monday 21 February 2011 21.00 GMT  

'Libya is not Tunisia or Egypt. Libya is different, if there is disturbance it will 

split into several states." These were the words of the son of Muammar 

Gaddafi, Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, on Libyan state TV on Sunday. 

He is right of course; Libya is not Egypt or Tunisia. It is a country of over 

600,000 sq miles of land, populated by less than 7 million people. Since 1969 

it has known just one leader – a man who has shown merciless cruelty to 

anyone who speaks out against him, the regime or the revolution he headed. 

It is a country built on the foundations of tribal unity and which, despite having 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/feb/21/no-longer-live-gaddafi-evil-subjugation#start-of-comments
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the largest oil reserves in Africa, continues to allow two-thirds of its citizens to 

live below the poverty line. It is also a country that cannot boast of long ties 

with Europe and the west, having only in the last few years made amends 

with its neighbours across the Mediterranean after years of US- and UN-

imposed sanctions. 

After "coming in from the cold" in 2004, European ties with Libya developed 

rapidly. As it stands Libya is the third biggest supplier of oil to Europe, having 

recently surpassed Saudi Arabia. Its proximity to Europe, its unexplored 

terrain and its relative lack of foreign investment made Libya a gem worth 

cultivating to the oil-dependent economies of the west. The fact that its leader 

may publicly hang dissident students was of no great concern as long as his 

philosophy of intolerance extended to, and adequately suppressed, the 

supposed extreme "threat" of Islamism. 

However, the events of the last few days have forced world leaders to re-

examine their relationship with the crumbling regime. Accounts of unprovoked 

sniper attacks on peaceful demonstrators, the use of violent foreign 

mercenaries as a means of crowd control, live ammunition being shot into 

crowds of protesters, and the media blackout that tried (unsuccessfully) to 

prevent the world from finding out, has brought about new focus and attention 

to the plight of the Libyan people and to the reaction of their inhumane leader.  

As he addressed the nation, Saif's feebly masked threats were received 

angrily by protesters in the streets. His claims that the celebrations of the 

people of Benghazi, Darnah and al-Bayda had been brought about by drunk 

and drugged youths led to furious chanting and jeering against Gaddafi and 

his son. His warnings of the possibility of separatism and civil war evoked 

slogans emphasising the unity of the Libyan people and their intention to 

support each other till they had achieved victory. 

The strengthened protest that ensued in Tripoli yesterday is a case in point. 

Having remained relatively silent over the last few days, the people of the 

Libyan capital took to the streets in increasing numbers, their destination the 

presidential palace. They are, however, facing difficulties beyond those seen 

so far. Reports of the use of helicopters to bomb protesters as well as the 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/feb/21/libya-protesters-fire-government-tripoli


forcing out of residents from city centre apartment blocks to make room for 

snipers are being confirmed by those on the ground. 

Watching from my home in Manchester, I found Saif's referral to the 

thousands of expelled or self-exiled Libyans ridiculous and absurd. His claims 

that we, who apparently live comfortably in the west, wish to watch our 

brothers and sisters back home "kill each other" so that we can return and 

rule Libya ourselves demonstrates just how manipulative and scaremongering 

this regime is. Having lived in self-exile from my homeland for 30 years, due 

to the fear of retaliation for my public dissent, I wish nothing more than to 

return to see the faces of family members who have grown up, married and 

had children since I left them all those years ago. I yearn to visit the graves of 

my parents, both of whom passed away in the years I have been absent and 

whose funerals I was unable to attend. I want to meet my nephews and 

nieces, and even brothers and sisters in law, who as yet are little less than 

strangers to me. 

The time of victory is near. The rumours that Gaddafi has left the country, that 

fighter jets have been moved from Benghazi to Malta, and the news that the 

justice minister had resigned – all of these are indicative of the shortly 

expected liberation of the people. The concern of who replaces Gaddafi is not 

foremost in the minds of Libyans. They have never been given access to 

political views which oppose the regime. For 40 years they have been unable 

to even utter this possibility in front of each other.  

The coming months will define a period of political change and uncertainty 

unlike any other in the living history of the Libyan people. One thing that is 

certain though is that the lethargic and submissive attitude of the people is a 

thing of the past. No matter what the future holds for Libya, its people have 

lost the fear that has been instilled in them for so long. They are no longer 

afraid to die for the country they hold dear, and it is this that will ensure that 

never again will they allow themselves to be subject to the oppression and 

subjugation they have lived with under Gaddafi. 

It is now the duty of the democracy-preaching west to exert pressure on 

Gaddafi to follow the leaders of Egypt and Tunisia and relinquish control of a 

country he has destroyed, imprisoned and oppressed over four decades. To 



believe the lies and heed the grievous "warnings" of Saif, would be to grossly 

neglect the deafening call for freedom coming from the Libyan people and to 

allow oneself to be deluded that the winds of change that have swept across 

Tunis and Cairo will not soon be blowing through the empty palaces of the 

Gaddafi family. 

 

  


