
THE ASASSINATION OF WALTER RODNEY -TWO VIEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES. 

 

VERSION NO1- 

Donald Rodney would have had a motive for presenting a walkie-talkie as the item he had collected 

from Smith.  

For him to suggest that he knowingly collected an explosive device would have had him incriminating 

himself, not to mention the WPA, in the commission of an illegal act.  If we, therefore, replace the 

walkie-talkie in Donald Rodney’s version with the bomb in the Smith version, the two stories look 

remarkably alike.  The only remaining difference would be whether it was an accident or not.  From 

Donald Rodney’s perspective, a bomb provided by Smith which goes off prematurely in his brother’s lap 

is bound to be interpreted an act of assassination by the provider of that bomb..' Prof.Hubert Devonish -

Guyanese Prof. of Linguistics at Univ. of West Indies  (taken from 'Black my story'-2004 UWI Lecture.). 

VERSION NO 2 

'..Therefore..the posthumous Oliver Tambo award to Forbes Burnham “can only help to cover up 

Burnham’s assassination of Walter Rodney…”... 

Prof. Rupert Lewis UWI Professor of History.  speaking this week.. 

 

 

    BURNHAM'S AWARD AND WALTER RODNEY: ANOTHER PUBLIC APPEAL TO GUYANESE PROFS 

    1.CLEM SEECHARRAN 

    2.KIMANI NEHUSI and even  

    3.UWI's PROF HUBERT DEVONISH (FOR A REDEMPTION SONG). 

 

    By Errol M Harry -London UK 2013. 

 

    Esteemed Professors Clem Seecharran and Kimani Nehusi. 

    It's me again. 

    Despite previous unanswered and as far as is known unsuccessful invitations to you as Walter Rodney 

Scholars, and Public Intellectuals and Academics to: 



 

        Defend Walter Rodney's Name, Exemplary life, and Internationally renowned Reputation  

        By publicly challenging the mostly (90%) anonymous un-sourced unfounded and incredible (as far as 

I am aware) allegations about the great Scholar Activist 

        made in 2004 Public Lecture at the Institute of Reggae Studies (Univ. of the West Indies-UWI) by 

Guyanese Creole Expert Prof Hubert Devonish   

 

    once again, I feel compelled to bring the little matter below to your attention. 

 

    A posthumous and outrageous Award is being bestowed upon Forbes Burnham the Intellectual author 

of Walter's assassination. In the name of Great Revolutionary Oliver Tambo. 

 

    You have 72 hours to gather yourselves together and galvanise your international contacts to bring 

pressure and reason to bear upon the Tambo Awards Committee. 

    I am quite certain that you will now rise at last to this latest ill-advised and grave insult to Walter 

Rodney's memory and legacy which stands history upon its head. 

    The Award Committee might as well present one of these Awards to the Boers who assassinated 

Steve 'Bantu' Biko. 

 

    I also note with regret that, as regards my previous invitation, you have also failed to challenge and 

protest the Honorary Award bestowed upon Ex-President Jagdeo by UCLAN (the University of Central 

Lancashire) last Dec 2012. 

    Given this implied equal opportunity 'benign neglect ' would it be fair to conclude that you make no 

distinctions between Walter Rodney and Bharrat Jagdeo-if they are both Guyanese..? 

    Are you guys Moral Equivalence Guyanese Patriots? Surely not Kimani..he is Pan-African. 

 

    I note in passing the coincidence that not only was 

 

        a similar Honorary Award bestowed by UCLAN to Clive Lloyd many years ago but also that 



         his good friend (and Kimani's) Prof.Colin Bobb-semple is currently engaged in some Legal capacity 

at the same UCLAN Ivory Tower 

        both retained and greatly renumerated at Jagdeo's Sports Ministry and Ministry of (Il)?-legal Affairs 

respectfully. 

 

    Of course this my latest request is based upon rather fragile foundations of hope and may be 

burdened by unsustainable assumptions on my part that this issue below will not find yourselves seated 

upon neutral fences and invoking morally bankrupt ideas of Academic Objectivity. 

    As between Burnham and Rodney. 

 

    I'm sorry to say that if this is indeed your position then this so called 'non position position' can be 

viewed in some quarters not only as an indication of moral cowardice but in others as 'counter-

revolutionary' if not treacherous. 

 

    While I do not happen to share these views because I respect your right to take different 'non-

positions' and even to make what I consider to be incorrect historical choices. 

    However I have to say that if this is the case you should seriously consider refraining from Lecturing 

and Pontificating about the meaning of Walter Rodney's Life in future. And about his Death. 

 

    As regards the latter , the manner of Walter's death , I do not need to remind you both of the 

preliminary observations made in my Parts 1 and 2 responses to Professor Devonish's foray into Reggae 

Academics. 

    My responses were made while awaiting your own esteemed responses to my invite to challenge and 

denounce the contents of this lecture. 

    I regret to announce that Y'aal made me wait in vain. 

 

    I characterised Prof Devonish's performance in 2004 ( mostly unscripted and appearing to me to be an 

ad-hoc stream of consciousness type of ex-tempore Kaisonian Carnival Tent Picong) as nothing less than 

a thinly veiled  Post-Assassination Assassination of Walter Rodney . 

 



    I mention this because of course it may well be that your previous pattern of 'non-participant 

observation' of this latest Assassination (assuming again that as Rodneyite Scholars you were not aware 

of it since 2004 in the first place) indicates some congruence between your Academic positions on 

Walter and the Professor's 'ole-taalk' on him in general and in particular how he met his death. 

 

    This is an intriguing and to me, a distressing thought . 

    If you do happen to concur with Prof Kaiso's take on the role of Donald Rodney in the death of his 

brother Walter ('he wouldn't say he was picking up a bomb for Walter would he? gotta be a 'walkie-

talkie' right?) you may be further impressed -at a pychological level- by this: 

 

        Not only did the Professor grow up next door or near to Walter Rodney-(I'm unsure of this but 

double apologies to the Prof if wrong-one for the error and two for the unfair guilt by association) but 

more  importantly: 

        Guess Who is Professor Devonish's Close friend and House Guest in Jamaica until a few years ago at 

least? 

        Donald Rodney of course. 

 

    No apologies here for divulging this because like I said before as a sole as far as I am aware,Emergency 

First Responder rushing to rescue Walter's legacy from an act of academic (ah -ah-ah doan want to say 

it)-Vandal-ism, one rum-shop ole taalk does deserve another'. 

 

    But with one small difference: Unlike the Prof', I have sources for this .In writing too. 

    This is called Backitive Down in Jamaica where 'Garvey come frum'-(Culture) and where Walter 

Rodney grounded with his brothers dem. 

 

    The Prof's research into Caribbean Creole will have taken him round bout the environs of Coronation 

Street Market and the odd gully or two where the Spirit of Walter Rodney resides .And where grass-

roots people talk of 'BACKITIVE' 

 

    Last but not least, in the event of a further non-response to this my  latest invitation to make a stand 

for Walter, the above unlikely scenario (of agreement with Prof Devonish's 'anal-y-sis of Walter 



Rodney's life and death in Guyana) will undoubtedly be recorded somewhere as a Historical plea of 

Mitigation by your esteemed selves. 

 

    Sorry not mitigation .Professor Devonish has provided nothing less than retrospective  justification of 

Burnham's assassination of Walter Rodney.Unwittingly to be sure but I am still awaiting Backitives from 

UWI in Jamaica. 

 

    Forgive me my ignorance about your true position, but your silence invites speculation about your 

collusion by default. Failure to defend Walter to UWI's Prof Devonish is supporting Burnham and 

Burnhamisn. By default. 

 

    But if you guys have Justification I extend invitations here to you and to Professor Devonish to put 

your pens where the Prof put his mouth in 2004 and openly support the Tambo Award for Burnham. 

 

    Or as I prefer and with much more historically sourced Justification and evidence y'aal and especially 

Prof. Devonish can now redeem yourselves and pen a serious protest to the Oliver Tambo Awards 

Committee on behalf of Walter. 

    And Donald Rodney too.. 

 

    For my part I will guarantee this .If Professor Devonish takes the latter course and sends me a copy I 

will not only circulate it to you guys immediately, but I will invite you to do so as widely as possible and 

invite others to do so. 

 

    Afteraal ,this will be nothing less than Professor's Hubert Devonish's Redemption Song . 

 

    Errol M harry -London UK April 2013. 

    Burnham award 

    April 28, 2013 · Guyana Stabroek news 

    A mere matter of weeks after the family of the late President Forbes Burnham had been informed 

that he was to be given the Order of the Companions of 



    O R Tambo by South Africa, persistent reports began to circulate that the award had been withdrawn.  

The understanding was that this was not expressed in so many words by the South Africans, and that 

indefinite deferment was the preferred formulation for imparting the news. It would, however, still 

amount to a rescission. 

    If indeed this is true, one would have expected that it would be a great source of embarrassment for 

the South African government, which having made the announcement and put the arrangements in 

place, then proceeded to backtrack. At the very least it would suggest a certain lack of thoroughness in 

their explorations on the subject of the possible reactions to Mr Burnham being conferred with the 

Order. If it is not the case, it is a puzzle why neither it nor the family have issued any statement quashing 

the stories in circulation. 

    Pretoria has certainly come under some pressure to rescind the Order, with a campaign under way 

involving Caribbean personalities such as Professor Horace Campbell who is based in the United States, 

and a strongly worded petition in circulation inviting people to become signatories.  Professor 

Campbell’s brief article on the subject mostly centres on the assassination of Dr Walter Rodney, a figure 

of considerable standing in Africa, of course, while the petition deems the award “an affront to the 

legacy and memory of Walter Rodney, Father Darke, Ohene Koama, Edward Dublin and numerous 

others who paid with their lives or liberty for challenging the increasing repression of the Burnham 

government.” 

    The Order itself was instituted in 2002, and is conferred on foreign citizens who have “promoted 

South Africa’s interests and aspirations through co-operation, solidarity and support.”  As we reported a 

week last Friday, Burnham was chosen as a recipient “…for his integral part in sport boycott against 

South Africa during the apartheid regime and support for the liberation movement and freedom fighters 

in South Africa.” 

    The petition would seem, however, to be disputing the late president’s credentials in that regard. It 

said that “Tambo, Rodney and the working peoples of Guyana… are the ones who resisted the imposed 

colonial racial divisions and fought apartheid in South Africa and everywhere else it cropped up… 

Burnham does not deserve to be mentioned in this company.”  In unvarnished language it refers to him 

presiding over a “corrupt, brutal and murderous regime,” and describes him as an agent of imperialism, 

“associated with the foreign policy goals of the US, France and other colonial powers.” 

    So first of all, did Forbes Burnham in fact do anything positive in relation to confronting apartheid in 

Southern Africa? His critics notwithstanding, the answer has to be yes; among other things, at a time 

when Guyana was hardly thriving economically he gave money to the liberation movements, something 

which was fully supported by Dr Cheddi Jagan and the PPP at the time (Dr Jagan was a recipient of the 

Order in 2005). Burnham’s stance on the matter of apartheid was consistent, and he worked against it 

and spoke publicly about it in international fora, and particularly in the Commonwealth, with a view to 

isolating South Africa. His family in their press release announcing the award made reference to other 

measures he took as well. 



    It makes no sense to believe that Mr Burnham was not sincere in his anti-apartheid views, as the 

petitioners would like to suggest, and it is also quite inaccurate to claim that he was associated with the 

foreign policy goals of the US, France and other colonial powers. (France has no doubt been singled out 

because Gregory Smith, who gave Rodney the device which killed him was given sanctuary in French 

Guiana, which perhaps suggests some kind of concession or favour to France.) 

    Burnham’s actions on the boycott of South Africa in sport are very well known and documented, and 

Guyana’s own Alvin Kalicharran found his international career at an end after he went to South Africa – 

merely one example of Burnham’s pro-active policy in this department. 

    When coming to their initial decision, the South African authorities might also have taken into account 

the fact that Oliver Tambo himself came to Guyana in July 1987 on an official four-day visit to seek 

support here. In our July 24 edition of that year we reported Mr Tambo as saying that he was deeply 

impressed with the welcome, and that the ANC would be taking up offers from the government for 

scholarships here for its members. 

    Our report continued: “The ANC has also asked Guyana to intensify its efforts with the Caribbean and 

Latin America ‘to pursue with great vigour’ the objective of mandatory economic sanctions against 

South Africa to end apartheid.” We also reported the WPA at the time saying carefully that Tambo’s visit 

was “a challenge to the Caribbean to find ways of giving timely support to the sacrifices of the 

oppressed non-whites suffering from the apartheid system.” Of course, by 1987, Desmond Hoyte was in 

office, but he simply continued a policy originally laid down by Burnham. 

    The question is, if the late President Burnham did indeed support the liberation movement, etc, 

should his unsavoury record at home nevertheless disqualify him from receiving South Africa’s award?  

While the abolition of apartheid inevitably involved the introduction of genuine democracy, Forbes 

Burnham was no democrat – at least, he was no democrat where Guyana was concerned. All that can be 

said is that this, in and of itself, has not proved an impediment to the South Africans conferring the 

Order on others who fall in a similar category, such as Nasser of Egypt, who received it posthumously in 

2004, and more significantly, Sukarno of Indonesia who was given it posthumously in 2005. 

    Sukarno, in fact, during his period in power had proceeded much further along the road of repression 

than Burnham ever had, and so for that matter, had Gamal Abdel Nasser. The difference in their cases, 

perhaps, is that Indonesians were probably not too concerned about whether Sukarno received the 

award or not, while in the instance of Egypt, Nasser for all his autocratic ways is remembered in a very 

positive light by his countrymen, who would not have opposed the conferment.  Perhaps it should be 

mentioned, en passant, that Sir Shridath Ramphal received the Order in 2007, presumably for his efforts 

on behalf of the liberation movement during his period as Commonwealth Secretary General. 

    The problem with Burnham is that there are few rational assessments of his period in power; 

perspectives tend to reflect the uncritical assumptions of one side or the other. As such, therefore, the 

split on the subject among Guyanese will reflect the current political divide. There is, of course, in this 

case, the additional dimension of Caribbean intellectuals who were close to Walter Rodney, and their 



views following the initial announcement may conceivably have given the South African government  

pause for thought, as Rodney’s name has as much resonance in Africa as it does in the Caribbean. 

    As far as the limited criteria set forth by the South Africans are concerned, namely, the promotion of 

their interests and aspirations, etc, Burnham certainly meets these without question. In addition, as said 

above, there are autocrats who have been given the award before him whose record of repression in 

their homelands does not bear much scrutiny. In a purely technical sense, therefore, from the 

perspective of Pretoria there was no reason not to give the Order to Burnham.  From a practical point of 

view, however, it still cannot be done in the current climate without stirring up a hornet’s nest of 

controversy in the region. Before it would be accepted by all groups with equanimity, a stage would 

have to be reached in Guyana where there could be a reconciliation at some level of the disparate 

accounts of our past, and which would allow for a considered evaluation of the matter. However, that 

stage still eludes us. 

 

 

            Stuart Hall has written: 

            HAVE RAISED THE QUESTION OF RODNEY, BURNHAM AND THE AWARD OF THE OLIVER TAMBO 

PRIZE TO BURNHAM. I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO VERIFY THE DETAILS IN YOUR STATEMENT BUT I 

AGREE THAT RODNEY FOUGHT A CURAGOUS FIGHT AGAINST RACIAL EXCLUSIVISM IN GUYANA AND 

THAT THIS WAS CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT WHICH BURNHAM OFTEN EMBODIED. IN THE PRESENT 

SITUATION, WHERE THE TRACE OF THESE STRUGGLES ARE STILL MANIFEST, THE AWARD OF THE TAMBO 

PRIZE WOULD SEND THE WRONG SIGNALS. AND I FEEL ALL THE MORE STRONGLY BECAUSE OLIVER 

TAMBO WAS A PERSONAL AND MUCH ADMIRED FRIEND DURING HIS TIME IN EXILE AND RACIAL 

EXCLUSIVISM WAS NOT A PART OF HIS GENERAL PHIOSOPHY. 

 

              

            MEDIA STATEMENT 

            22 APRIL 2013 

            MEDIA STATEMENT BY THE CHANCELLOR OF THE NATIONAL ORDERS, DR CASSIUS LUBISI 

            Programme Director 

            Chairperson of the National Orders Advisory Council 

            Ladies and Gentlemen of the Media 

            Good afternoon 



            It is my privilege as Chancellor of the National Orders to announce the names of those South 

Africans and foreign nationals who will be awarded National Orders at an investiture ceremony to be 

held on Freedom Day, Saturday 27 April 2013. 

            This year’s ceremony will be held under the theme “Mobilising society towards consolidating our 

democracy and freedom”. 

            National Orders are the highest awards that a country, through its President, bestows to its 

citizens and eminent foreign nationals who have contributed towards the advancement of democracy 

and who made a significant impact on improving the lives of South Africans. 

            The National Orders also recognise the contributions made by individuals who contributed and 

continue to contribute to a non-racial, non-sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa as envisaged 

in our Constitution. 

            This is the 19th Investiture ceremony since the inception of the National Orders, contributing 

towards unity, reconciliation and building the nation. 

 

            President Jacob Zuma will bestow to deserving recipients the Order of Mendi for Bravery, the 

Order of Ikhamanga, the Order of the Baobab, the Order of Luthuli, the Order of Mapungubwe, and the 

Order of the Companions of OR Tambo. 

            The Order of Mendi for Bravery recognises South African citizens who have performed acts of 

bravery. 

            The order will be bestowed in Silver on: 

            Alfred Duma: For his leadership in times of difficulty, and his brave contribution to the rights of 

workers and liberation of the people of South Africa. 

            Riot Makhomanisi Mkhwanazi: For his excellent and valiant contribution to the liberation of the 

people of South Africa. 

            The order in Gold will be bestowed on: 

            Cletus Mzimela: For his precision under pressure, and gallantry in the face of crippling odds in 

pursuit in the liberation of the people of South Africa. 

            The Order of Ikhamanga recognises South African citizens who have excelled in the fields of arts, 

culture, literature, music, journalism and sport. 

            The Order will be bestowed in Silver on: 



            Chad Le Clos: For his excellent achievements on the international swimming stage, especially at 

the London Olympics in 2012, thus placing South Africa in high standing globally in the field of Aquatic 

sports. 

            Ilse Hayes : For her courageous and relentless pursuit of excellence and incredible physical 

endurance. 

            Vusi Mahlasela: For using his talent beyond its entertainment value to draw attention to the 

injustices that isolated South Africa from the global community during the apartheid years. 

            Zolani Mkiva: For achieving international recognition in praise poetry and being an outstanding 

champion of African oral traditions who has done not only South Africa proud, but the continent as a 

whole. 

            Kaizer Motaung: For his achievements as a committed and dedicated footballer and his 

outstanding contribution to the development of young football talent in the country. 

            Pretty Yende: For her excellent achievement and international acclaim in the field of world opera 

and serving as a role model to aspiring young musicians. 

            The Order of the Baobab recognises South African citizens who have contributed to community 

service, business and economy, science, medicine and technological innovation. 

            The Order in Bronze will be bestowed on: 

            Suraya “Bibi” Khan: For her selflessness and outstanding contribution to the upliftment of 

disadvantaged communities in South Africa and abroad and her tireless voluntary work in the 

community where she lives. 

            Nontsikelelo Qwelane: For her outstanding contribution to education in South Africa and for 

being an inspiration and role model to both young and old. At the age of 92 Qwelane has earned the 

title of the oldest known teacher in South Africa. 

            The Order in Silver will be bestowed on: 

            Yusuf Abramjee: For his excellent contribution to the field of community development through 

LeadSA 

            David Jacobus Bosch (Posthumous): For his selfless struggle for equality in segregated churches 

and society in general and his dedication to community upliftment. By doing so, he lived the values of 

non-racialism against the mainstream of his own culture. 

            Colin Wells Eglin: For serving the country with excellence and for his dedication and courage in 

standing up for the principles of equality for all South Africans against the unjust laws of the past. 

            Herbert William Garnet De La Hunt: For his tireless and excellent work in the service of promoting 

the South African Scouts movement locally and abroad and demonstrating the spirit of volunteerism. 



            Sayed Mohamed Ridwan Mia: For his excellent contribution to the field of medicine and giving 

hope to victims devastated by burn injuries. 

            The Order of Luthuli recognises South African citizens who have contributed to the struggle for 

democracy, nation-building, building democracy and human rights, justice and peace as well as for the 

resolution of conflict. 

            The order will be bestowed in Bronze to: 

            Nomazizi Mtshotshisa (Posthumous) For being the embodiment of courageous leadership by 

women in South Africa, and for her outstanding contribution to the struggle for democracy. 

            The order will be bestowed in Silver to: 

            Neville Edward Alexander (Posthumous) For his courageous rejection of injustice and his excellent 

contribution to the struggle against apartheid in striving to ensure equality for all South Africans. 

            Amina Desai (Posthumous) For her selfless sacrifice, courage and excellent contribution to the 

anti-apartheid struggle. Desai did not believe in the limitations imposed by apartheid and fought 

valiantly against oppression. 

            Michael Alan Harmel (Posthumous) For his relentless fight against injustice as part of the national 

liberation movement and his contribution to equality for all South Africans. 

            Essop Essak Jassat : For his excellent contribution to the struggle for liberation and advancing 

democracy in South African, through selfless sacrifice without regard for his own safety and well-being. 

            Arthur Letele (Posthumous): For his dedication and excellent work in pursuing the liberation of 

the people of South Africa and Lesotho above everything, including his own safety. 

            Mosibudi Mangena: For his excellent contribution to the struggle against apartheid and positive 

contribution to democracy in South Africa through his role in improving education, especially in the 

critical areas of mathematics and science. 

            Moosa (Mosie) Moolla: For his dauntless and excellent work in the liberation movement often at 

great risk to his life and for representing the interests of the liberation movement and South Africa in 

the international community. 

            Richard Mothupi: For the excellent role he played in pursuing freedom for all South Africans 

during the liberation struggle and the building of democracy in South Africa. 

            David Fani Mncube: For his excellent contribution to the struggle for non-racist, non-sexist, just 

and democratic South Africa. 

            Elias Phakane Moretsele (Posthumous): For his excellent contribution and dedication to the 

struggle for freedom in both urban and rural areas and sacrificing his life for a free South Africa. 



            The award will be bestowed in Gold on: 

            Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma: For her exceptional life’s work to the cause of freedom for the people 

of South Africa and the development and consolidation of our democracy in the quest to create a better 

life for all. 

            The Order of Mapungubwe recognises South Africans who have accomplished excellence and 

exceptional achievement to the benefit of South Africa and beyond. 

            The Order of Mapungubwe in Bronze will be bestowed on: 

            Prof. Quarraisha Abdool Karim: For her outstanding work in the field of HIV, AIDS and tuberculosis 

(TB) research; and her role in health policy development that is placing South Africa on the international 

stage. 

            The award in Silver will be bestowed on: 

            Dr Bernie Fanaroff: For his excellent contribution to astronomy and dedication in putting South 

Africa on the map with the SKA Project. He is a thinker, an academic, a trade unionist and an exceptional 

public servant. 

            Professor George Ekama: For his excellent research that has provided innovative solutions to 

enhancing and improving wastewater treatment. His important work is helping the country to find 

solutions to water scarcity. 

            Dr Glenda Gray: For her excellent life-saving research in mother-to-child transmission of HIV and 

AIDS that has changed the lives of people in South Africa and abroad. Her work has not only saved lives 

of many children, but also improved the quality of life for many others with HIV and AIDS. 

            Prof. Malegapuru William Makgoba: For his dedication and excellent contribution to the field of 

science and medicine, locally and internationally; and for his contribution to the building of democracy 

in South Africa. He is an outstanding academic and a pioneer of transformation in higher education. 

            The Order of the Companions of OR Tambo recognises eminent foreign nationals and other 

foreign dignitaries for friendship shown to South Africa. It is therefore an order of peace, cooperation 

and active expression of solidarity and support. 

            The order in Silver will be bestowed on: 

            Dina Forti: For developing a strong anti-apartheid movement in Italy and assisting liberation 

organisations in Southern Africa, including the ANC, Frelimo and the People's Movement for the 

Liberation of Angola (MPLA). 

            Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson: For dedicating his life to challenge societies and governments to 

recognise that all people are born equal, and that everyone is in equal measure entitled to life, liberty, 

prosperity and human rights. For his excellent contribution to the fight against apartheid 



            Enuga Screenivasulu Reddy: For his active support of the South African freedom movement for 

more than half a century. As head of the United Nations (UN) Centre Against Apartheid for over two 

decades, he played a key role in promoting international sanctions against South Africa and organising 

the world campaign to free Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners. 

            Giuseppe Soncini (Posthumous): For his contribution to the liberation movement by forging a Pact 

of Solidarity between the town of Reggio Emilia in Italy and the ANC. His town served as a haven to 

many anti-apartheid activists during the difficult times of oppression. 

            The award will be bestowed in Gold on: 

            Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham (Posthumous): For his dedication to the liberation of his 

country, Guyana, as well as the African continent. He established diplomatic relations with many African 

countries and expressed solidarity with the liberation movement and freedom fighters in South Africa. 

This solidarity with the leaders of the ANC strengthened relations between Guyana and South Africa. 

            We congratulate the recipients and call on all South Africans to join us in celebrating these 

outstanding South Africans and distinguished friends of South Africa. 

            Issued by Government Communications (GCIS) on behalf of The Presidency 

            Pretoria 


